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Abstract 
This presentation focuses on the life stories of perpetrators. We learned a tremendous amount about mass 
violence from the fate of the victims. On the other hand, the narratives of the perpetrators have been less 
available in academic research. Scholars (from different disciplines) should make an effort to explain how 
and why people engage in inhuman actions. This study aims to make a step in this direction by exploring the 
lives of seven perpetrators. 
 In this session we will take a look at the research material: three case studies are based on the 
interviews, conducted for this specific project; other case studies are based on the material collected from 
internet such as autobiographies, TV-interviews and ICTY-sessions. All the selected material concerns 
perpetrators looking back on their actions during the war and showing their attitude towards their own 
participation in the crimes. The main goal of the research was and is to give an answer on the following 
questions: what have the perpetrators done during the war, what were they thinking back then and what do 
they think of it now? 
 One of the most prominent themes in this study is implicatory denial whereas the factual atrocity is 
not denied but its moral consequences are minimized and/or ignored. Another important question is 
whether these people feel guilty or not and why so. During the interviews, the respondents talked about 
criminal guilt: something that can or cannot be proved in the court. The moral guilt, personal responsibility 
that 'one bears on one's own consciousnesses, was much less accessible. Yet in the light of moral guilt, 
some perpetrators confessed and/or showed regret in ICTY-courts, although none of the confessions is by 
now made in the courts across the region. What moves someone to acknowledge his/her guilt (or not)? 
 Finally, the presentation will touch upon the ethical aspects of the knowledge collected on the 
perpetrator group: 
• Since the digital turn, there is a plethora of material to be found on the internet. These sources are 
created by various authors with each their own message. In the context of perpetrator research, sources 
tend to have a high level of sensationalism. Are they useful for professionals who deal with the perpetrator 
group (scholars, ICTY-staff, journalists) and how? 
• What are other moral implications of collecting the narratives of perpetrators? In which way should 
the knowledge about perpetrators be available for public access? To which degree can we guarantee 
anonymity? How to deal with confessions, or with new potential offenses? 
 
 


