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Abstract 
The Chechnya Memory Project (CMP) still in its formative stages seeks to place the experience 
of Chechnya in the global context of post-soviet wars from the former Yugoslavia to Darfur. The 
Russo-Chechen wars require further documentation to understand the severity, scale and 
impact of political violence over the past two decades. This project is interested in questions 
related to the minutiae of the everyday; including access to food, water, transportation, heating 
and communication to questions of wide scale bombing campaigns, personal injury, murder, or 
disappearances and structural damage to homes, schools, hospitals, roads and municipal 
buildings. Modeled on the September 11 Digital Archive, in which victims of the 9/11 attacks, 
recorded their thoughts and experiences directly through an online database, CMP is a unique 
opportunity to develop an extensive archive that will potentially uncover a number of socio-
economic, political and cultural realities of the Russo-Chechen wars. This website will provide an 
anonymous forum for individuals to record their every-day experiences of the first and second 
Chechen wars by providing the means to record personal narratives, complete questionnaires 
and upload documents, photographs or other digital material relevant to experiences from 
1994-1996 and 1999-2005. 

Central to this project is the question of security for participants, including questions of 
personal IP anonymity, database content and storage of information. Clearly, the challenges of 
preserving this material rest in the fact that the archive is dealing with an ongoing political 
conflict with potential ramifications for participants, archivists and researchers. While the 
fundamental issues for digital archiving remain the same (preserving, cataloguing and accessing 
material), the challenges here are how to protect potential identifying factors that may appear 
unintentionally in testimonies gathered. With proper preservation, the historical value of the 
material will be most appreciated over time as a document that situates a turn-of-the-century 
conflict with extreme human rights implications. Initially, the audience is strictly academic and 
the expected effect will be publications, relationship-building with NGOs and outreach to 
diaspora communities. 
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