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Memory of Nations is a digital database of witnesses´ memories which is built by individuals, nonprofit 
organizations and educational, governmental, contributory and other institutions from the whole 
Europe. It conserves and publishes collections of testimonies, which are used for the study of the 
modern history on the base of the most natural form – oral history methodology. 
Memory of Nations makes accessible individual testimonies of important events of the 20th century to 
researchers and general public. It´s an unique platform which explains the historical past, opinions and 
attitude of the former population to the future generations. 
The origin of Memory of Nations was motivated by a need of finding a platform which would allow 
saving, sharing and comparing particular research outputs in digital form. The digital witnesses´ archive 
was created in 2008 by three Czech institutions: non-governmental organization Post Bellum, Czech 
Radio and Institute for the Study of Totalitarian Regimes. 
At this moment there are more than 1,500 witnesses´ memories published. There are recordings of 
memories of WW II veterans, anti-Nazi Resistance fighters, victims of Holocaust, politic prisoners, 
priests, dissidents etc. At the same time there are also testimonies of the officials of KGB, NKDV, StB and 
others. 
  The Memory of Nations initiative is since 2008 joined by other organizations. Therefore is the 
digital archive progressively growing with testimonies of important cultural personalities, 
representatives of national minorities, witnesses of historical events from Slovakia, Croatia, Rumania, 
Hungary, Baltic countries and other lands. The memories are digitized, the texts are translated from the 
national languages to English. Currently, there are 30 projects of Memory of Nations. Already today we 
can say that there is no other European Internet portal which would offer such a number of witnesses 
and additional material on-line (recordings, videos, photos, diaries and other material related to the 
particular testimony) and also with the information translated to English. The uniqueness of Memory of 
Nations consist in the possibility of online listening and downloading the entire audio recordings, 
transcription of interviews and additional materials. There is a possibility of e-research room free of 
charge, where the scholars can study and discuss. At the same time, the portal is very exceptional due to 
its international scope and its worldwide ambitions. Therefore we would like to present the Memory of 
Nations project to wider academic public as a possibility to use it as a platform for further development 
of oral-historical projects. 
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