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Abstract  
What would happen when the last generation of Basque people who went to exile as a result of the 
Spanish Civil War and World War II, or emigrated and returned will disappear? What would happen to 
their collective memory of exile, emigration and return? Since 2011 I have conducted original research 
on Basque migrants and returnees with the aim of studying Basque migration through their oral 
testimonies. The goal of the research was twofold: to collect and preserve their histories in order to 
analyze such an under researched and forgotten, or even ignored, phenomenon; and to make it visible 
in our society by setting up a Virtual Interpretation Center on Basque Migration and Return (currently 
under construction). Over the decades, thousands and thousands of Basque people left their country in 
search of freedom and a better life, of whom many were thought to be lost by their government and 
society. What happened to those who returned? What happened to their histories, to our collective 
history, to the intangible heritage that constitutes the many photograms that construct the most graphic 
history of Basque migration and its return?  
   Consequently, I implemented a qualitative approach by conducting oral histories to Basque 
migrants and returnees as a way to gain access to the recent migration past of the country throughout 
their particular experiences of migration, resettlement and return (Charlton et al 2 2008; Perks and 
Thomson 2006; Ritchie 2003). As a result, in 2012 thirty-six people were interviewed for over 46 
recorded-hours, of which 41% were also video-recorded (Oiarzabal and Mujika 2012). The interviewees 
had migrated to twelve different countries of America, Asia, Europe and Oceania, facilitating the analysis 
of first-hand accounts of a process of exile and migration between the 1930s and the 1980s as well as a 
process of permanent return between the 1930s and 2010. The project is still undergoing.  
  The research posed classical dilemmas regarding the advantages and disadvantages of the Oral 
History method as a process and a source of History, and provoked a debate on the usage of memory as 
a valid source for interpreting the past (Aceves Lozano 1996; Hamilton 1994). Furthermore, the use of 
the video provided us with the possibility to work with multimedia formats to feed the content of the 
future online home for the Virtual Interpretation Center, while contextualizing and enriching the voices 
of the protagonists, open to different interdisciplinary studies. This forced us to confront the 
digitalization process of the oral history testimonies as well as to rethink the practices to manage the 
research data regarding its archiving and preservation (digital legacy) and how it will be used and reused 
in the near future (Cohen et al 2012).  
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