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Documenta – Center for Dealing with the Past is a civil society organization providing systematic support to 
processes of dealing with the past in Croatia through documentation of human losses and personal memories of 
wars, opening and deepening  public dialogue on war events and various forms of political violence and 
systematic work on the improvement of judicial practices and standards.  
  
The key reason for our efforts is the experience of silenced war events and other forms of political violence in the 
period from 1941 until the present. We believe this fact has significantly influenced recent history of these areas 
and it will necessarily reflect on future generations. At the same time, a tradition of democratic values, especially 
human rights, has still not been established in such areas. For this reason, we believe that substantial 
responsibility for a serious and thorough approach to their promotion and protection lies with Croatian society at 
this very moment in history.   
  
The project Unveiling Personal Memories on War and Detention - an initiative to create a collection of video-
recorded testimonies on a wide range of war experiences in Croatia - proposes the use of oral history as a method 
to collect and open up individual memories on past traumatic events from a wide range of perspectives, including 
those of minorities, victims, women, war veterans and others. 
 
Our intention is to affirm personal memories of all interested witnesses of historical events in Croatia and to 
preserve them from permanent loss. We believe that, through recording and transferring peoples’ subjective 
experiences  it is possible to gain deeper insights into seemingly hidden aspects of political turmoil and conflict. 
Our aim is to support and strengthen personal and social processes of dealing with the past, which we  consider a 
necessary pre-condition for building sustainable peace and stability in society. 
 
It is our hope that revealing the suffering of one's neighbour or people from other parts of the country, especially 
those of different ethnic background might stimulate debate within local communities and contribute to 
establishing of dialogue between different social groups. Our goal is to contribute to creating a social climate 
where an awareness of different experiences from the war will encourage greater empathy and solidarity for all 
victims.  
 
The project aims to combine chosen method of collecting personal memories, with innovative ICT techniques in 
order to make these sources accessible and searchable via the Internet for a wide range of audiences, as well as 
to serve as a basis for different artistic, educational, documentary and research projects.  
 
 

 


