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Abstract 
How can oral histories contribute to reconciliation within the ex-Yugoslav countries and 
between ex-Yugoslav countries? This article attempts to tackle this question from two 
perspectives: a theoretical one and a more practical one. It first offers a theoretical exploration 
of the links between theories of reconciliation and oral histories. In a second part it investigates 
examples from the South African case. The first part aims to answer the question: what are the 
links between reconciliation and oral history from a theoretical perspective? Several theories in 
the humanities have pointed out the value of narratives for communities. An important one is 
that of narrative psychology, a strand within social psychology, which shows that narratives can 
change local communities (e.g. Murray, 2002, 2004). Can we conceptualize oral histories as 
community narratives? What are the conditions for an oral history project to successfully 
contribute to reconciliation? Can we apply concepts from narrative psychology to oral histories? 
As a conclusion of this first part, the paper attempts to formulate a number of theoretical 
conditions under which oral histories and oral history projects can be successful for 
reconciliation. The second part of the paper then focuses on concrete examples in and seeks to 
establish whether they meet the theoretical conditions that were established in the first part. 
Several oral history projects have recorded the voices of the victims of apartheid in South Africa 
(Field, 2011; 2012, Wieder, 2004). Can they be evaluated as successful contributions to 
reconciliation? What are the difficulties these projects have encountered? The article critically 
assesses these examples of the uses of oral history for reconciliation and investigates how these 
examples can provide lessons for the case of ex-Yugoslavia.  
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